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IS IT TODAY OR YESTERDAY?*

‘Is it Today or Yesterday?’ is a cumulative project that spans the exhibition ‘23 kilograms’ (curated by Bettina 
Malcomess, 25 January - 9 March 2013. West, the Hague, the Netherlands). The project will continue in March 
2013 as part of Kuns Nou Nou [Art Now Now], (curated by Anja de Klerk, 1 - 31 March 2013, University of 
Stellenbosch Museum, Stellenbosch, South Africa).

This publication is intended as an associative archive that collates images and texts collected and excerpted 
during the 23 kilograms exhibition. It is published here mid-process on the event of my departure from the 
Netherlands back to South Africa, to be worked on and with as a personal, draft encyclopeadia.** Its structure 
is roughly conglomerated in correspondence with a mindmap,  featured as part of the ‘Is it Today or Yesterday’ 
installation at West. 

Responding to the quiet provocations (in the form of books and other texts left within the exhibition space, or 
keywords traded through conversations with the curator Bettina Malcomess or the other participating artists 
Donna Kukama, Siemon Allen and Zen Marie) the fragments circulate passages of thought to do with recent 
South African history (roughly 1890 to the present) - preoccupied particularly the upheavals of the mid to late 
70s, the Information Scandal or ‘Muldergate’ and the Soweto student riots. 

Much of the scanned material gathered was found at the Zuid Afrika Huis (ZAH) library in Amsterdam with the 
help and patience of librarian Corine de Maijer. ZAH is an umbrella institute focused on relations between the 
Netherlands and South Africa (SA). Zuid Afrika Huis combines the Netherlands-South African Society (NZAV), 
the South African Institute (SAI), the Study Fund Foundation for South African Students and the Maandblad 
Zuid-Afrika. Launched in 1881 the history of NZAV is unavoidably awkward as it parallels political 
developments within SA. The collection reflects this oscillating allegiance as opponents and oppressors sit 
neatly alongside one another as strange bedfellows on the bookshelves.

Interestingly, Eschel Rhoodie, SA Secretary of Information between 1972 and 1977 alleges that NZAV, “listed 
as G26-B in the secret programme” received covert financial support from the South African government’s 
hyperactive Department of Information, including salary payments to individuals as well as editorial and 
distribution fees of the organisation’s ‘house magazine’, Zuid Afrika maandblad. An excerpt from Rhoodie’s 
The Real Information Scandal, 1983 with the allegation is featured within this publication. The allegation is 
seconded by an excerpt from Burgess & du Plessis (et al.) 1977 p 85, which states that NZAV “allows itself 
to criticise aspects of apartheid to disquise its call for support for the machinery that enables it to survive...”. 
Burgess & du Plessis’ text was found within ZAH and shows a first loan date of 1979, simultaneously affirming 
and disaffirming its own critique by being given shelf-space by an apparent enemy, though the book may have 
arrived within the collection later as part of the absorbtion of smaller anti-apartheid archives or libraries.

Certain fragments to be included in a second printing are part of an initial library brought to the Hague from 
my personal collection. Others chart slight, opportunistic connections: a book grabbed from my bookshelf 
at the last minute by Gilles Deleuze on Baruch Spinoza, who, as it transpired, lived in the Hague from 1670 
until his death in 1677, approximately 260 meters from West...small publications on Dutch communes and 
‘woongroepe’ found within the apartment of Arianne Olthaar, a friend of West’s owner, Marie José Sondeijker, 
a fake wood print from a local hardware store, a letter written in Dutch and an ornate script by C.J.S. Kekana 
of Leeuwkraal to ‘station chief’ B. Oonk from 1899 given to me by a cousin of my mother, John Van Berg, who 
runs the Museum Oud Overschie in Rotterdam. 

*The title ‘Is it Today or Yesterday?’ is a quote from Crispin Hemson who relayed the question as asked (in 
earnest) by his elderly mother. 
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* ‘Is it Today or Yesterday? (i), February, 2013’, is produced as part of the project and exhibition ‘23 kilograms’, curated by Bettina Malcomess featuring additional works by 
Donna Kukama, Siemon Allen, and Zen Marie. 25 January - 9 March 2013. West, Groenewegje 136, Den Haag, the Netherlands. The document acts further as a starting point 

for participation in the project, Kuns Nou Nou, [Art Now Now], (curated by Anja de Klerk, 1 - 31 March 2013, University of Stellenbosch Museum, Stellenbosch, South Africa).


